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Definition: Explaining
What You Mean

WRITING QUICK START

The photograph on the opposite page depicts volunteers providing food at a
soup kitchen. Suppose your psychology instructor were to show this photograph
to the class and ask, “What human behavior is being exhibited here?” What
would be your response? You might say the volunteers are demonstrating
altruism, generosity, or compassion, for example.

Write a paragraph defining the behavior of the soup kitchen volunteers. First,
choose a term that describes their behavior. Then write a brief definition of the
term you chose and explain the qualities or characteristics of the behavior.
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442 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXFLAINING WHAT YOU MEAMN

WRITING A DEFINITION

In your Fﬂ.r:.gr:p]'l i TEMRINSE o the Writing Quiuk Siart on the prn-i.uu: prage. you
named and described the behavior illustrated in the pheto, perhaps including one or
fiatiia qu:Jiljz: or characteristics that dis‘ti.ngui:h the behavior from other behaviors.
In other words, you have just written a definition. This chapter will show you how
0 wiibe eﬁ'u.'lj\'e rl:ﬁnitim}. how o cxplur\: and r.l:p]:.in a 'bupjr_' u:ing an extended
definition, and how ta incorporate definition into essays using other patterns of
rlcv:lupmml.

What Is a Definition?

A Illﬁlli'!iul:l CIF‘]:im wl'l.:l 4 ferm méans or 'c']'lil'_h mEininE is inltl‘dtd wli,un a
word has several different meanings. You use definitions every day in a variety af
situaEIOns. |:|'-}'r.r|.| call a friend a nu-nranﬁl.rm&r, for cnm]:!l-:.. she mi.s}ll ask you what
yOu mean. [f}rr.n.l and a friend disagree over whether you are feminists, you might
ME‘I o I'J.CEHE l]'l!' ferm i.ﬂ I'.l'-dEr (15 mmlu }'T.“.lr dL‘FU'C.

Often a definition is intended for someone who is unfamiliar with the thing or
;du hci—ﬂs dcﬁml’l Y“u |'|'|.i§|'|.t I'J.CEHE f‘l!.f]:ﬂx iy sCMTEEOnE I.I.I.'I:r:mjli.:r wi.tl'l. g)]r ir X~
plain the term kof to a person unfamiliar with tropical fish. Many academic and work
situations require that you write or leam definitions, as the examples in the box below
indicate.
i.!-_,l‘;'trgxr.n.. a person who rejects our consumer society, culling only what he or she needs
from the stuff others wastefully discard.

SCENES FROM COLLEGE AND THE WORKPLACE
* On an exam for a heaith and finess course, the lollowing shorl-answer question
appeans: “Defne the term welness *

* Your philosophy metrector asks you lo wrile a paper explonng the sthics of mency
killing; s part of the sssay, you need 1o define the concepts ferminal ifness and
chranic condiion.

* As a chemical anginger responsible for your department’s compliance with the
company’s standards for safely and wark effficency, you wiile a bried memo to
your stalf defining each term.
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JAN COODWIN FREEGAMS: THEY LIVE OFF WHAT WE THROW AwWAY 443

Freegans: They Live Off What We Throw Away

Jan Goodwin

Jan Goodwin is currently a senior fellow at Brandeis University's Schuster Cenber for Inves-
ligative |ournalism and Senior International Editor for Marie-Claire magazine in which this
articke appeared. She has wrilten about the threat of extremism in the Muslim world in her
baoks Point of Hooor (2002) and Cought in the Crossjfire (1987) and publishes widely on is-
Sues of social justice bath in the United States and overseas. As you read the essay below,
highlight the different aspects of the freegan lifestyle that Goodwin describes in arder bo
define the term.

One man"s trash is another man's trexsure. A group of freegans forages through bags
outside a store in Mew York Gity.

It's nearly closing time on a crisp Monday night at a Midtown Manhattan supemarket, 1

when a burdy crew begins tossing bulging black bags filled with the day's trash — crusty

breads, salad-bar fixings, last week's fruits and vegetables — to the curb. Just then,

a cadre of 15 jeans-and-sneakers-clad men and women turm the comer and quietly

descend upon the heaps, gingerly opening and dissecting their contents. As they for-

age through the small mountains of discarded food, & 30-something woman sporting

a green rain slicker calls out, “Over here, expensive Greek yogurt.” Seconds later, a

ponytailed guy wearing a backpack hollers, “Here's bacon and chicken for anyone who

eats meat—and a perfect eggplant.” Someone shouts a reminder not to tear the bags

of beave litber on the ground, lest the store get fimed. After less than 30 minutes, they

excitedly depart the scene, each shouldering at beast one tote bag filled with baaty.
These urban foragers are neither homeless nor destitufe. They are committed 2

freegans, radical environmentalists (typically vegan) who reject our wasteful con-
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444 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAMN

sumer culture by living almost entirely on what athers throw away. Freegans rarely ga
hungry thanks to the colossal amount of food Americans dump every day — 38 mil-
lion tans annually, according to the Environmental Protection Agemcy. Here's another
way ta look at it: The United Nations says our leftovers could satisfy every single
emply stomach in Africa. Those castoffs are composed, in part, of the less-than-per-
fect products consumers instinctively reject: bruised apples, wilted lettuce, dented
cans. Who hasn't passed on an entire carton of eggs after discovering a simgle slight
fracture among the dozen? Supermarkets can't unload the quarts of milk tagged with
yesterday’s use-by date —which mamy of us interpret as a product's expiration but in
fact refers to its period of peak Aavor. Meaning, there's still plenty of life left in those
quarts.

Freegans, like 24-year-old Leia MonDragon, a buxom Latina with a taste far heawvy
eye makeup, feast on those castoffs. *It's amazing what you can find and the good
condition it"s in,” she exclaims, holding aloft a week's worth of produce, including wa-
termelon, summer squash, kale, tomatoes, onbons, and bananas. Though technically
past their prime, they look pristine. MonDragon also scored half gallons of say milk
and lemonade, both unopened and still chilled, and bagels that only an hour earlier
were for sale_ *| once found 200 one-pound bags of arganic fair-trade coffee beans just
dumped outside a store with the trash,” she brags, like a woman combing the racks at
& Guoel clearance sale.

Aside from the $1600 a month in rent MonDragon pays for her two-bedroom Brook- &
lyn apartment, which she shares with her bayfriend, Tate, their year-ald daughter,

Uma, and her retired grandfather, just about everything she owns has been salvaged
or handmade. She found her ivory faus-leather couch, dishes,_ and flatware on the
street; many of ma's clothes and toys were recovered from baxes abandoned on
sidewalks and stoops, a common sight in Mew York, where apartment detritus — from
halogen lamps to bed frames — is blithely left on the streets. MonDragon used o get
arpund on a bicycle she and Tate cobbled together from discarded parts, but not long
apgo it was stolen. =50 now I°m building another one_” she says.

Though official figures are hard to come by, freegan ranks are believed to be inthe s
thousands, with an estimated 500 practitioners living in Mew York City alone. Bomn of
the extreme enviranmentalist and anti-globalization mavements of the *20s, freegan-
ism is a wholly modern crusad e whose followers live off the grid while simultane-
ously exploiting it. Freegans gravitate toward cities — and their relentless mounds of
garbage; Web sites keep dewotees in close contact with each other so they can plan
group foraging outings, recrult new members, and spread word of upcoming events,
like mowe-out day at a college dorm, a veritable freegan Christmas. Using a discarded
camputer they restared, MonDragon and her boyfriend routinely scour Craigslist far
freebies. (The Web connection comes from a cable package her grandfather pays for.)
“The anly thing | don't have yet is a skillet. But Il find one_” MonDragon declares con-
fidently, as she ladles dinner— tofu-and-veggie stir-fry with lime zest— fram a large
stackpot.

MonDragon first embraced freeganism five years ago as a student at a Minnesata &
cammunity callege, where she met Tate. “We were broke, trying to find the money for
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JAN COODWIN FREEGAME: THEY LIVE OFF WHAT WE THROW AWAY 448

even a simple meal like rice and beans,™ she explains. “We saw a freegan flyer and
hooked wp with some people who showed us how to do it And just like that, we had

a source of free food. It was amazing.™ The more time the pair spent with entrenched
freegans, the more exposure they got to the movement’s renegade rhetoric. Since
relocating to New York two years ago, they have become ardent practitioners, position-
ing their lifestyle as a boycott of “comporate greed™ and an alternative to capitalism.
“It's so wrong when peaple are losimg their jobs, struggling to survive, that stores are
throwing out such vast quantities of good food,” MonDragon sighs, as Papo, her winy
gray mutt, nips the hem of her long black skirt. She tosses him a roasted chicken leg,
retrieved from her last supermarket trash mum.

MonDragon admits she was initially skeewed out by the prospect of eating garbage — 7
Dumpsters are a freguent freegan haunt — but says she was reassured by the move-
ment"s common-sense safety measures. Some freegans show up for Dumpster dives
armed with rubber gloves and antibacterial lotion. Produce is washed thoroughly, with-
ered leaves discarded; baked goods bearing even a hint of mold are tossed. Everything
undergoes a basic smell test. (Tate says he once scarfed down day-old sushi, despite
its funky aroma, and ended up with food poisoning.) And since stores generally sepa-
rate discarded food from, say, bathroom trash bins, the ickiest finds are usually just
putrid meats and dairy. MonDragon decontaminates all salvaged housewares with
a mixture of vinegar, baking soda_ and hydrogen peroxide and launders all of Uma's
secondhand stuffed animals and clothes. Though she draws the line at pre-owned
underwear, instead buying new pairs from discount stores, MonDragan makes her own
reusable sanitary napkins from cloth in much the same way women did a century ago.
(Think that's hard-core? Some freegans squat in abandoned buildings and jerry-rig
toilets that compost their own waste matter) “People in this country are a bot morne
freaked out about dirt than they need to be_We need a little dirt in our lives for our im-
mune systems to be strong,” MonDragon says.

“Freegans have been living this way for wears and are very healthy,” says Dr. Ruth
Kava, director of nutrition at the American Council on Science and Health. “In fact,

a freegan's biggest risk may be falling headfirst into a Dumpster.” That, or being
slapped with a fine — or worse — for trespassing on private property to scavenge. it's
nat uncommaon for store owners, mistaking freegans for homeless people or burglars,
to call the police. Two years ago, a pair of freegans in Steam boat Springs, CO, werne
sentenced to six months in jail after jumping a fence and taking a couple of hand-
fuls of fruit and vegetables fram a grocery store’s trash. For that reason, MonDragon
confines her searches to whatever she finds on the street. She and Tate get by on
less than $20,000 a year— he drives a taxi, and she clerks at a nonprofit during the
summer. Their meager income is earmarked for inescapable expenses, like their
tuition at a community college and rent. The couple gualifies for food stamps, which
pay only far Umars formula (MonDragon stopped breast-feeding once she started
working).

Thaugh she lives hand to mouth, MonDragon insists she wants for nothing. Her #
family eats three hearty meals a day; their closets are crammed with woaol coats,
shoes, shirts with tags still dangling from their sleeves. She's got an active social
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446 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

life, towing Uma to playdates with other freegan moms and fielding invitations to
watch DVDs with freegan friends. A week earlier, she and Tate uncovered a hoard of
unopened Chinese food inside a streetside trash can, still warmn in its gleaming white
containers. They took it ta a friend"s house for an impromptu dinner pamy. “We wsually
newer take more than we need,” she explains, unzipping her black Patagonia shell and
tassing it onto her bed — everything from the taupe sheets to the queen-size mattress
were recovered from the streets of Manhattan. “We don't need to. There will be mare
trash out there omomaw.™

Characteristics of Extended Definitions

If you wanted o define the term fmﬂnmnl. }uuwu]d. p.rnlnl:lr have trouble coming
up with a brief definition because the emotion is experienced in a variety of sations.
Hoewever, you could :l:plurzl]'le LT i an escay and ElFI.I.i.I.'I..:II. that it means to you
Such a lznﬁ'th}', detailed definition is called an extended definition.

Extended definitions are particularly useful in exploring a topic’s various mean-
ings and a]:!p'ljr.:l.inn:. In some instances, an extended definition may l:r-eg.m with a
brief standard definition that anchors the essay's thesis staternent. At other times, an
extended definition muay begin by introducing a new way nfl!l'l.i.nll:ing_ abeut che term.
Whatever :Fpmu.u.'h s used, the remainder of the delinition then darihes the term by
using one or more other patterns ufd.l:\'cl.u]:!mm!.

An Extended Definition Is Focused and Detailed

An extended definition focuses on a specific term and diseusses it in detail. In
“Freegans: They Live Off What We Throw Away,” Goodwin concentrates on a lifestyle
choice. She upl:i.ns the arigin of the wrdﬁnxan. describes the :F.re@.n phi]mp]'lr,
explains how and where freegans forage for food, and discuses safery measures.

An Extended Definition Often Includes a

Brief Explanation of the Term

In an essay that provides an extended definition of a term, readers often find it useful
i have 2 brief definition to help them begin to grasp the concept. A brief or standard
definition is the kind found in a d.icl.iurnr_y.:.n.d consises of three parts:

= The term iself
* The ol to which the rerm belongs
* The sherecteristics or details thar distinguish the term from all others in its class

For example, a wedding band is a piece of jewelry. “Jewelry™ is the dass or group
of abjects that includes wedding bands. To show how a wedding band differs
fmrn other m.eml:ers uf l.l'm! 1.'[:.1:.. yoL wuld aeed o l:rn:wjde it dilﬁh‘ﬂilhih‘
characteristics—the details that make it different from other types of jewelry: it
is a ring, often made of gold, that the groom gives to the bride or the bride gives mo

the groom during a marriage ceremony.
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WHAT IS8 A DEFINITIONT 447

Hm are a EE“' more EII.I'I'LPI.B 1.&".]1“ th'ﬂﬂ"lﬂﬂ strueciure.

Term Cllass Dhistinguishing Characteristics
El't ml T“ Or meere w
Used for eating or serving food
Dalmarian breed of dog Ongnated in Dalmarm
Has short, smooth coat with black or dark
hm SPB

T write 2 standard definition, wuse the :Fu.lllnwi.ng guadelines:

1. Describe the class as specifically as possible. This will make it easier for your
reader to understand the term you d:ﬁn:. In the ]:!mcnd.ing_ uz.mpl:.. natice thai
foor Dalemasion the chass is not animael or meamenal bt breed of dog.

2 Dnnnl:l.uel.llel:ﬂ:n [urﬁlrmuflh:bﬂ.‘u,}u?ﬂﬂn{,m:deﬁm’ﬁuh.m
not write, ~Mastery means thas one has mmuestered a skill.™ In ]:!lac: of mastered, you
coubd use farmed, for example.

3. ]:l.dn.li:d:m.l;l: n:l.i.ll:i:.l;l.lu'h.i-'dlu:.l:bﬂ:hﬂuln that your readers will not
nhhszh:lﬂ'hlfnrmudhiq similar within the class. [rrnu define anmver-
ing mrachine as "2 machine that reconds phone messages,” your definition would be
incomplete because cell phones also record phone messages. To make the defini-
tiosn comglete, you would need o add “land-line” before “phane mesages.”

4. Do not limit the definition so much that it becomes inaccurate. Dcﬁnl.n,g
Bacon as “a smoked, alted meat from the side of 2 iz that is served at bereakdast”
would be toa limited becaise bacon is alo served at other meals. To make the
definition accurate, you could ether delete “that s served at breakfast”™ or add a
qualifying expression bke “usually” or “most often” before “served.”

Look at the following definition of the term fully taken from a magazine article on
the topic. As you read i, study the highlighting and marginal notes.

Term The rerm hnﬂ_'pdnﬂ. ot have 3 standard definirion, but
Dan Olweus, profesor of peychology ar the University of
Eerscn.. has honed the definition ro three core elemenes ——
bullying invalbves a partern of repered ageressive belavior
with megarive infems directed from one child o anocher
L. where there is a power aifference. Either a larger child or }

Three |
charater itics

Enarrpli ol

s difeiendi

several children pick on cne child, or one child is clearly
mare dominant than the odhers. B|.||.|].'mg is noe the same
as gardensvarietry aggression; although aggression may
Distirguishes involve similar o, it l:IIFPEII.I herween rwa Pmple of
this teems from < pqual srams. By definition, the bully’s targes has difh-

sirmilar berfm

culey defending him- or herself, and the bully'’s xggres-
sive hehavior is intended oo cause disress.
Hara Estroff Marano, “Big. Bad. Bully”
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448 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

Exercise 17.1

Wite a standlard definiion for twe of the following termes.
1. hemo 4. ATM

2. giralle 5. fendiship

3. science helion

Exercise 17.2

For one of the terms listed in Exercise 17,1, lir ihe distmpuisining characteristics that yow
mrighr e i Buelding an extended definion.

An Extended Definition Makes a Point

The thesis of an extended definition essay tells why the term is worth reading about. In
“Freegans : They Live OFf What We Throw Away,” Goodwin expling that a “colosal
amount of foeoed” is rlumped nlm-__rda}' {]:u.l: 1) and demonstrates how fm?.ns HJHH\E
this waste.

The following thesis ssatements include a brief definition and make a2 poine about

the perm.

Produced by the body, hormaones are chemscals thas are impormant to physical as well o=
Emud d.z"!ll:‘n‘l'l.ﬂ'l‘l:

Euthanasa, the act of ending the life of someone suffering from a terminal illness, & an
issue that should not be legslated; rather, it should be 2 matter of personal choice.

An Extended Definition Uses Other Patterns of Development

To explain the meaning of 2 term, writers usually integrate one or more other pat-
ferns Jdmlﬂ.lplmnt SUFME }"D'l.l want to I'J.l:ﬁl.‘le tl'l.ﬂ bErm .Illn*lli:lx as jt i.‘ Mﬂl il'l
the context of the Internet, where it usually means reading postings or comments on
develop the essay by usng one or maore other patterns, as noted in the ﬁ.ll.luwmg list-

Pastern of Development Defning the Term Lurking

MNarration (Chapter 11) Relate a sory about learning something
important by lurking.

Den:ﬁplﬁm {Cl:upl:zr 12) Diescrbe the upﬂ:izncz uﬂm‘l:ing.

Ilustration (Chapter 13) Give examples of typical simuarions involving
lurking,.

Process amalysis {Chaprer 14) Explain how to lurk in an Internet charroom.

E-Dl:lpﬂri.ﬂln I.ﬂmm {‘an.m m‘d contrass ]I.I.rklng to ﬂ'l'l.ﬂ

(Chapeer 15) forms of ohservation.
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WHAT IS8 A DEFINITIONT? 449

Classification and division Clasify the reasons people hurk—for
{Chaprer 16) information, enterainment, and so on.
Cause and effect (Chaprer 15) Explain the benefirs or ouscomes of hurdking,

Argument (Chaprers 19 and 20)  Argue thar husking is an erhical or unethical practice.

In “Freegans : They Live O What We Throw Away,” Goodwin relies on several par-
terns of development. She wses procers enafyis to describe how freegans find food and
other comsumer p.'u:u.is. she wses mamarree 1o tell the stary af Leia :&-Im[:ln.gl:m, amid she
uses carse adl effect to explain why freegans have chosen their lifestyle.

Exercise 17.3

Far awe af the terms listed e Exeretse 17,0 (p. 448), describe how you might we fwa or
tiwee parterns of development n an extended definition of the term.

An Extended Definition May Use Negation

and Address Misconceplions

A writer muay use negation—explaining what a term & moar as well as what i —to show
haoww the term i different from the other terms in the same class. For example, in an essay
defining mileilding. wou might darify how it 15 unlike rofler sbattng, which uses a differ-
u'rttypeufwlmderl boot that alloews dilferent kinds of motions. In “Freegans: They Live
O What Wie Throw Away.” Goodwin explaing that fresgans are not all strict vegetarians
{1}, not homeles or oo poor tDI:!1.I:f:|"‘1.H.H.I {para. 2}, and not greedy (9).

You cn also use negation to carify personal menings. In defining what you mean
by retaxing vacation, you might include examples of what is not relaxing—the pressure
o see something new every day, hjng_]in.u,:nnvdu.'l scenic arexs, and many hours in a
car each day.

In addition, an extended definition may need o address pupul:r MSCONCEPHon
about the term being defined. In an esay defining plagierion, for instance, you might
correct the mistaken idea that plagiarism is only passing off an entire paper written by
someone else 25 your own, explining that it actually abo includes wing excerpts from
other writers’ work and not giving them credie.

Exercise 17.4

Far rwe af dw following broad topics, select a marrowea term and develsp @ stavdird defing-
tiow af ir. Then, for each term, consider ow yow condd addvers misconceptiars and wse nege-
faom hcﬂlmﬂn&ﬂ'd{,ﬁm’!ﬂn r.lfrhm

1. A type of dance

2. A play, call, o player position in a spor

3. A piecs of clothing (hat, jacket, or jeans)

d. A term related to a course you are faking

5. A type of business
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450 CHAPTER 1T | DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

Visualizing an Extended Definition Essay:
A Graphic Organizer

izt reaen s grapht o gdriiets, The El:l.'ﬂ'lil: organizer in Figure 17.1 shows the basic Organiatisn of an extended
e Chugaler 3, g S8 definition essay. The introduction announces the perm, Fm'\ride: I:a:ckgmun:i
indormation, and unl:].l],r includes the thesis statement {which hidi:r defines the term
and indicates its significance to readers). The body paragraphs, which are organized -
ing one or more patterns of development, present the termis distinguishing characteris-
tics alang with supporting details. The conchsson refers back to the thesis and brings the
esay o a satisfying close.
As you read the essay thar follows, ook for the elements illustrated in the basic
graphic organizer for an extended definition. Then study the graphic organizer for the
essay in Figure 17.2.

ORGAMIZER FOR AN EXTENDED
DM EESAY

* |ntraduces the term
1 Introduction f-  Thesis statement: gives standard defini-
tion and reveals the impartance ar signif-
ieanee of the term

= 4
Distinguishing eharacteristic(s)
Supporting detsils

Body (organized using snwun;“ ; details
one of more patterns of 1
development) Distinguishing characteristicfs]
Supporting details
I
wfm
t'- * Rebers back to thesis
= Diaws essay to & satisfying close
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MIKE CRISBEY DUDE, DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU JUST SAID? 481

Dude, Do You Know What You Just Said-

Mike Crissey

Mike Crisaey i 2 stalf writer For the Associated Press. The following article, which appeared in
the Pittsburgh Post-Garette on December 8, 2004, i based on research done by Scolt Kiesling,
a professor of linguistics at the Univeraity of Pittsburgh. Kieslings work focuses on the rela-
tiomship between language and identity, particularly in the contexts of gender, ethnicity, and
class. As you read, modice how the writer utes a lﬂrlhil!.l.iﬂrlﬂﬂpﬂ! !H-liriﬂ“', anecdotal
evidence, and personal observations o support his main point.

Dude, you've got to read this. A University of Pittsburgh limguist has published a schalarly 1
paper deconstructing and deciphering dude, the bame of parents and teachers, which

has become as universal as [ike and another vulgar four-letter favorite. In his paper in the
fall edition of the journal American Speech, Scott Kiesling says dude is much more than

a greeting or catchall for lazy, inarticulate, and inexpressive (and mostly male) surfers,
skaters, slackers, druggies, or teenagers. “Without context there ks no single meaning that
dude encodes and it can be used, it seems, in almost any kind of situation. But we should
not confuse flexibility with meaninglessness ™ Kiesling said.

Originally meaning “old rags,” a “dudesman” was a scarecrow. In the late 1800s, ]
a “dude™ was akin to a dandy, a meticulously dressed man, especially in the westem
United States. Dude became a slang term in the 1930s and 1940s among black zoat suit-
ers and Mexican American pachucos. The term began its rise in the teenage lexicon with
the 1982 mowvie Fast Times at Ridgemont High. Around the same time, it became an excla-
mation as well as a noun. Pronunciation purists say it should sound like “duhd=; “dood™
is an altemative, but it ks considered “uncool™ or old.

To decode dude, Kiesling listened to conversations with fratemity members he taped in 3
1993 and had undergraduate students in sociolinguistics classes in 2001 and 2002 write
dawn the first iwenty times they heard dude and who said it during a three-day period.

He's also & lapsed dude-user who during his college years tried to talk like Jeff Spicali, the
slacker surfer “dude” fram Fast Times af Bidgemant High.

Accordimg to Kiesling, duwde has many uses: an exclamation (“Dude!™ and “Whoa, &
Duder™); to one-up someone (“Thal's so lame, dude™); to disarn confrontation (“Dude, this
is 50 boring™), or simply to agree (“Dude”). it's inclusive or exclusive, ironic or sincere.

Kiesling says dude derives its power from samething he calls cool salidarity: an ef- 5
fortless ar seemingly lazy kinship that's not too intimate; close, dude, but not that close.
Dude “carries . . . both solidarity (camaraderie) and distance (non-intimacy) and can be
deployed to create bath of these kinds of stance, separately or together,” Kiesling wrate.
Kiesling, whose research focuses on language and masculinity, said that cool solidarity is
especially important to young men — anecdotally the predominant dude-users — whao are
under social pressure to be close with other young men but not enough to be suspected
as gay. “It's like man or bud'dy. There is often this male-male addressed term that says,

“I'm your friend but not much more than your friend,” ™ Kiesling said. Aside from its duality,
dude also taps into nonconformity, despite everyone using it, and & new American image
of leisurely success, he said.
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452 GCHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

The nonchalant attitude of dude also means that women sometimes call each other &
dudes. And less freguently, men will call women dudes and vice versa, Kiesling said.

But that comes with some rules, according to self-reporting from students in a 2002
language and gender class at the University of Pittsburgh included in his paper. “Men
report that they use dude with women with whom they are close friends, but not with
women with whom they are intimate,” according to his study.

His students also reparted that they were least likely to use the word with parents, 7
bosses, and professors. *1t is not who they are but what your relationship is with them.
With your parents, you likely have a close relationship, but unless you're Bart Simpson,
you're mot going to call your parent dudle, " Kiesling said. “There are & couple of young
professors here in their thirties and every once in a while we use dude. Professors ane
dudes, but most of the time they are not."

And dude shows no signs of disappearing. “Mone and maore our culture is becoming &
youth centered. in southern California, youth is valued to the point that even active
seniors are dressing young and talking youth,” said Mary Buchaltz, an associate pro-
fessor of linguistics at the University of Califormia, Santa Barbara. =1 have seen middle-
aged men using dude with each other.”

S0 what's the paint, dude? Kiesling and linguists angue that language and how ¥
we use it is important. *These things that seem frivolous are serious because we are
always doing it. We need to understand language because it is what makes us human.
That's my defense of shudying dude,” Kiesling said.

Ter e detsiled geophic Exercise 17.5

OOl sding O Canmputies

il s v T et T M‘M Wﬁr .'F'“'FE H'x,? Live {]ﬁ What We ]hw..duu_’r'm
ek ol papes d43=6.

Integrating Definitions into an Essay

You will often need to include either standard or extended definitions in writing
that is based on other patterns of development. For example, on college exams, you
muay need to write a definition as part of 2 rsponse to an esay question. Defini-
tions are also useful for up]:.ini.ng_ unfamiliar terms in any type st Whatever
the type nfmr. the ﬁ:rlhn'rin.g kinds of terms Ll:ua.'ll}" rexjuine defination:

* Define judgmental terms. Judgmental terms mean different things to different
peaple. vauu deseribe a policy as “fiscally unsound,” you would need to define
rnu.r use of fscally ssesrad

ical terms. Technical terms are used in a particular feld or dis-
cl.]:!lJn:. In the feld of law, for example, such terms as arir, &Pﬂnﬂm hm1n!,.
and plea have speific meanings. Especially when writing for an audience that is
unfamiliar with your topic, be sure to define technical terms.

* Define abstract terms. Abstract terms refer to ideas or concepts rather than
physical objects. Examples are happines, herosm, and conformite Because ab-
SITACT TECIIS CAN SEEm VAguE Or, Uk:judgmml:lt:mu mean di t things
ditberent Pﬂ:p]z thz} adten need EI.PI.IHHJ‘.IDI‘! and definition.
¢ Define controversial terms. The dehnitions of terms that evoke strong emotions—
mim_puﬁmﬂ_'p cenrTeCt, .ﬁmﬂwm and n’zm.l’um:ﬁrr—mtd:hﬂ'l the
subject of controversy. When writing about controversial subjects, define exactly
hiow you use each related term in an essay.
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INTEGRATING DEFINITIONS INTDO AN ESSAY 453

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER FOR "DUDE, DO YOU KNOW
WHAT YOU JUST SAIDT"
| Title |—| *Dude, D Yais Kndw What Yau Just Said? |

Background infarmatian on Kiesling's research an the
meaning of the term dude

Histarical infarmation on how the tem hat been wted and
Introduction |— what it means

Thesi: The meaning of disde is flexible and depends an
context.

Dude has many wies and can be intlusive or exclusive,
franic or sinoene.

The word derives its power from “cool solidarity,” which is
impaant o young men.

The term i used by and for bath men and women but in

| Body different ways.

The term i less lkely to be used with parents, bosdes,
and professors.

Use af the term shows na signs of disappearing and is
even spreading 1o middle-aged people.

y

“The study of Language iS important, despile those wha iy
Comchonlnn i trivisl, bachire |t aked s human.

||1.5=r|ﬂ:|l, :I.""}"DI.I.:.I'E not sure whether a term needs a definition, }uu.ﬂﬂluld.:.rnl'l.ld:
one At times you may want to provide your definition in 2 separate sentence or sec-
tion. At other times a brief definition or synonym can be incorporated into 2 sentence.
In!l\is::.z.yﬂumd:mm:s,du]!u.arpumﬁuumzl:nl:rll'h!deﬁnithm.

Implicic memory, ar the nonconscious retention of mbormation about pror experiences,
is important in eyewimness accounts of crimes.
Empathy==a shared feeling of joy for people who are happy or distress for people who

In “The Appeal—and Danger—of War Porn” (p. 466), Jessica Ramirer uses defi-
nition within an essay that mixes several other methods of development.
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454 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

A GUIDED WRITING ASSIGNMENT

The following guide will lead you through the process of writing an extended defini-
HOn essay. ﬁJI‘]'lnug}l you will focus on definition, VoL will need to integrate one or
musre other patterns nfdm'd.a?mm! o d.l:\ﬂel.ﬂp youir essary.

The Assignment

Write an extended definition esay on one of the following topics or one that you

choose on your own. You will need to narrow one of these general topics w2 more

:pu:i.ﬁl.' term for your ey, Your audience is made up nfymr dasmates.

1. A l‘rpl:nf:rnus'u: {mr:L ]:.t:. d.:.mr::]}

Inappropriate behavior

. A type of television show

Social pml!]:nu

Leisure time

Aghletics

Rl e udivg exdH i o As you dﬂﬂap your extended definition essay, congider herw VO CAM USE ONE OF

Etrrigdsitin dnd candist, maore other patterns of development. For example, you might include several examples

e of the Inagrpropriate In!h:.viﬂrfwd:lmmwrit: about, or you n:lig}lt r.l:pl:.m Ré&B
music by comparing it to and contrasting it with rock music. For more on patterns of
development, see pages 448 m 449,

RS

Generating ldeas

Tl-nre Ful]ns:n.s p.u&dms will help you narrow your general mpic and identify distin-
guishing characteristics.

MNarrowing the General Topic to a Specific Term
i oot s ndreowaing @ togie, 5o Your first step is to narrow the broad ropic you have selected to 2 more specific term.

Chapter 5, pa M=, For :l:a.mpl:. ﬂfﬁﬁ'l'g:is pmhblymﬂl:rmda buptil:ﬁﬁr:l:r.i:fuﬂ}: I:lul:l]'lel!npci:::n
Fiur oot s priewaiting strategies. b marrowerd o 2 particular type of celebrity, such as a spores crlebrity. Hollyrwood celed-
A rity, focal celebrity, or political celebrity You might then focus your definition on sports

celebrities, using Tom Brady and Kobe Bryant as examples to illustrate the characrer-
istics of the term.
For swaer-on clisification aed Use the following suggestions for finding a suitable narrowed term for your
diititrs, ot Chapcer 16, definition essay:
teaming Styke Optios 1. Usee 2 branching diagram or dlustering to dassify the general topic into categories.
Choose the caregory that you are especially interested in or familiar with.
2. Think of someone who might serve as an example of the general topic and con-
sider focusing your definition essay on that person.
3. Dhscuss your general topic with 2 chesmate to come up with specific terms related o it
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A GQUIDED WRITING AEEICNMENT 488

Essay in Progress 1
[Far the assignment aption you chose on page 454 or on your own, Ramow your general
e inlo several specifi categores of terms. Then choose one namowed term for your

Considering Your Purpase, Audisnce, and Point of View
f'_a.r\eFull.}' consider your purpose and audience before you d.zul.up details for VOUF  For s oo purpis, sudisoce,
ey The purpose of a definition Essay can b expressive, informative, or persiiative.  and pint of vine ser Chapter 5,
You might, for uamp]-:, WiLE an essy that defines search engtaey and that EXPresses ERES
your frustration or success with using them to locate information on the Internet. Or
you m.iEJ:LI: write an informative £y On search engines in which you discuss the most
pupul:.runﬂ. Fm:]l]r. you mig]'l! WEite 3 persuasive esay in which VEHI g that ane

When your audience i unfamiliar with 2 term, you will need present detailed

und infermation and define all .Tlﬂ:i.:lmﬂi terms that you usee. Your audience

for this Guided Writing Assipnment is your clascmates. As you develop your essay,
keep the rnllx:lwirg questions in mind:
1. What, if anything, can I assume my audience already knows?
2. What does my audience need to know to understand or accepe my definition?

In addition, consider which point of wiew will l:::ru:ﬂe#acthcﬁ:!:}mrcm.}: Mosr
definition ESSIVE are written in the third [persan, as is 'qu.:.ru:They Live OHF W hat
w:Tl:.rw.ﬁ.m}:" while the first and second mm@mmﬂl}t

Idenitifying Disti ishing Characleristics and S ting Detail
The following suggestions will help you identify distingnishing characteristics and
supporting details for the s]:-enﬁu. erm you intend to define in FOUE essay:
1. Discuss the term with a classmate, mak.irgnma:yuu!a]h_ Litraing Syl Cptit
2. Brainstorm a Llst {l‘F{:] wurri: tl:u.t dr.n:rﬂ:e’}'uur berim, {I:] pznp]::.nd. rJ:.in.? I]'u.l: P semiend 2 OdabredTion,
mig]'ll: SETVE 25 na.m]:!lﬂ. of the term, and (<} cm}'tl:in.g a person wonld need 1o st Choptir X0, gp. 617=34
know to understand the term.
3 U‘Im:n'za.p:nnn wha 1% associated with the term or who p:rfnrmm.rnzaqrﬂ.'l of
it. Take notes an your observations.
4. Look up the term's stymalogy, or origin, in the Oxford Emplich Dictionry,
A ﬂm-ya_rﬂmn .Eng{m!r or A DmU-d_'rdwm;m all of which are
available in the reference section af your library. Take notes; the word’s etymology
wi].l. E'n'zrl:mmmz nfmcl::ntbznstu ansd det:.ik..:.rld mi!ﬂ'll:g.iwl.m;&man
hevw to organize your esay.
5. -.n:.ink nfmdd.l:nhnr sifuabions !l'n!mv::ll]'lernﬁn'mg I:NFII'UE‘bEITI'I.
6. Think of similar and different terms with which your reader is likely to be more

Fammaliar.
7. Do a search on the Internet for the term. Visit three or four Web sites and take [Py v p—
nutﬂ.unnrprin]:m:tw]ﬂ.trﬁud'ucnmnaleﬂ sibe. sea Chopher 12, pa. S03=4.
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486 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

Essay in Progress 2
For the narrowed term you selected n Essay n Progress 1, use the preceding
suggesions lo generate a st of distinguishing charactersics and supporting details.

Developing Your Thesis

Fr v s Tl S2aDEmesty, When you have gathered the d.i:l!in.su.i:l:in.s characteristics and supporting details for
s Chavier 5 your term, you ane m:.d.ytudcv\dup your thesis. It is :.smldjdﬂ.tu include a brief
standard definition of the term within yesur thesis and an up]:.rl:.l!inn nfw]'l:r yasur
extended definition n:lig]'ll! be usehul, INEEresting, O Mportant to
Matice how the following weak thesis statement can be revised to reveal the writer's
main peint.

WEAK Wireless cable is 2 means of transmitting television signals through
thE .lir b" ﬁm

REVISED The furure of wireless cable, 2 method of transmitting televisson
:i.gna]: t|:|.|1.l1.l§]'| the air using MICHTWaves, IS uncertain.

Essay in Progress 3
Wiribe a working thesis stalement thal briefly defines your lerm and bells readers why un-
derstanding i might be useful or impartant o them,

Evaluating Your ldeas and Thesis

Take a few minutes to evaluate your ideas and thesis. Hi.s'\]igj:l: details that besz |'||:|.]:|
your readers distinguish your term from other similar terms. If you are writing on a
cnrnpu‘ber, l:u.EJ:]iEJ:I: key hrnrm:!;un i I:-ul.-l.l !rpz or move it o a sq:nn!: :Ele. Alﬂ.l
check your prewriting o see if you have enough d:'ta.ih—uamp]ﬂ. facts, descrip-
Li.nns. vn:_Pert tLd:irmrlr. and s0 :Furﬂ'l. If}-uu. E.rrri that }mr-:l:u.l:.l:izri.ﬂ:il: or details are
skimpy, choose a different method from the List on page 435 to generate additional
materal. I‘F}"DI.I. ﬁmi you :ti." .rlcu'i meore ri:t:.ils.. research t1'|: term 1o the ]il:ﬂqr-ur o
the Intemet.

Trying Out Your ldeas on Others

Waorking in a group of two or three students, descuss your sdeas and thesss for this
chapter's assignment. Each wiier should state his ar her term, thesss, distinguishing
charactenistics, and supporting detals Then, as a group, evaluale each writer's work
and offer suggestions lor improvement.

Essay in Progress 4

Using the precedng suggestions and comments from your classmates, evaluate your
thesis, distinguishing charactenstics, and details. Refer 1o the list of charsctenstics on
pages 446-49 to help you with your evaluation.
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A GUIDED WRITING ASEIGNMENT 487

Organizing and Drafting

When you have evaluated youir d.i.iti'.rlp:l.i:]'li:ng_ characterisncs, supporting details, anicl  Far mee on diting on ey s
I‘]'lEi’.l. and considered the adviee af ruu.rdmm:.lr_t. ¥ are m:.i]r EiE] D\.I:E.i.l'li:u your Chagter 7.
ideas and draft your esay.

Choosing Other Patterns of Development

To a considerable extent, the organizatisn of an extended dehnition essay dl:p:nd.:
oi the other pattern or patterns u‘FJev:l.u]:!m:rl! you decide to use. Tqr o choose the
pattern(s) hetore Yo I:q;in dmﬁin;g VOUF Ex5ay, u.ii:ng_T:l:lz 5.2 on page 116 w |:.|:1p
you. Use patterns that suit your avidience and purpssse as well as the term. For in-

Stance, Narrating a sy aberut lurking in online foruwms mi:g]'ll: capture the interest
of an audience unfamiliar with such forums and thus |:|.=1|1 persl.ndl: them to e:l:plnn:

them, w]'lﬂmrh.niﬁ'ing_di:m:mnl types nfpmpl: whao lurk might b oof imterest to an
ausdience af forum SPOTLSATS wham Y are I:.'rin.s o form abeout wWays El'bz:r migl:l:
encourage lurkers to participate.

With your pﬂt!nn{.\} Er.ml.]r i miml.. 'ﬂ'lil‘ljﬂ. =.|:u:||.|:t ]'u:m' 5] nrsp.nizz your ﬂl:.r.:.l:lzn-
istics and details. An essay incorporating several patterns of development might wee a
num.l:ler nf:mnpmml:. At this :!as,:. it i% a suud jri::. (141 m:]u an mlJ.irbEnr rin.w a
graphic organizer.

Essay in Progress 5 Fior MENT &n OrpImizing o EITy,
Far the thesis you whole in Essay in Progress 3, decide which pattemnis) of development s Clopte 7

you will use to develop your charactensbes and detals. Dvaw a graphic organizer or

wiile an outline io help you s=e how sach patiern will work.

Drafting an Extended Definition Essay
U the following guidelines to draft your esay:

1. I‘l.d.l.l’!ﬂih.‘h details. Bem]mu include sufficient information bo enable your
reader to understand each charactenssic.

2 Consider including the history or etymology of the term. You might incdude a
brief history of your term in the introduction or in some other part of your essay
to capiure your readers’ nterest.

3. lhhﬂnﬂﬂmﬁ:wumﬁumdmh;mdlﬂmb::mmma Far ment én DonsTions,
mﬁunﬂmdmp'\nu!n:@:]ﬂchwamiguﬂz your mdm:lnng.-.n'le sinr Chaptir 7, . 15052
transitions anmther, ale, and s addetion are npﬂ.'i:ll}’u:ﬂ'l.l in extended definitons.

4. Write an effective introduction and a satisfring condusion. Your introdisction Fiar mene en drgfting introdutioes
showld introduce the term, ptw'l'i: a.n]rn::riﬂ.l hdc.grmmd inhormation, and state o conchatsints, bt Chaghir 7.
your thesis {w}nlﬂ'l often includes a standard definition as well = your main ]:!ui'.rl!]. i m'h."?"-m!“
When i'.rll'.rnd.ul:i'.rlg YORLT berm, it may I::']'lel.pﬁ.l] to use negation, explaining whar pavdgrarhs, st Chagter &
tl:.:tcrm. & :.lﬂlul'n! it i% nnt.zf:nndﬂﬁ duﬂ.jnﬂ\:ninﬂ'l Pumgnl.p]'ltf'Fm:sp.ru:

They Live Off What We Throw Away.” You might also use your introduction to jus-
t':rr I']'l: impm't:.nn:uf}uu.r !np;c...uG.nulwin dnu in]'lermm] Pumgnp}l.

chose, ax Crissey’s condusion does in “Dude, Do You Know What You Just Said?”
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488 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

Essay in Progress 6
Dwaft your extended definibon essay, using the pattemis) of development you selecied
in Essay in Progress 5 and the preceding guadelines for dralting

Analyzing and Revising

IFptnn'l:rle,ut ruu.rd.mﬁ:md.: Fnrad:r-urtwbeﬁ:u lm:.ilmg :nd.mn:mg e As you
mﬂ}uu.rd.nﬂ. CONCENETItE ON Jour deas :.rld.urg;ni:nr.iun. nOE ON ErAMMAr or me-
I:l':lrl.in. U!E ane or m“rﬂ“’ &ums ‘uﬂdm o :n:]rzﬂ }“u—r rlll.'.l.'Ft:

Learning Style Options 1. Delete or make unreadable the dde and all mentions of the term, and then ask a
classmate o red VOUT essay. Mbc'mal:iul}: you could read yOur essay aloud, sub-
stituting “Term X" each time the term occurs. Then ask your dassmare to identify
the term you are defining. If your reader or listener cannot come up with the term
or a synonym for it, you probably need o make your distinguishing charcreristcs
maore specific or add details.

2. Test your definition by trying to think of exceptions ro it 25 well 25 other terms
that might be defined in the same way.

+ Eaeprions. Try to identify exceptions to your distinguishing characteristics. Sup-
puse, i:u.r mmplz.. you d:ﬁn: Jpnn‘.:m as pauple 1l']'l|:| ﬂ:m.]:!hrr :pnrhrrnnli'lw
behavior. Since most people can name aurrent sports stars who indulge in un-
or delered.

L ﬂh’x:r dermes Mﬁraﬂ'ﬂf_ﬁwrﬁnm F\urmmp]e.. in rid;ning the term
inﬂ'npmfmr. you would ﬂplain that it is a piece ncF:lnI:hing worn I:r)r Lo~
mfmm! UI:E.I:E!. AMICHEY, nl]'lcr:.. (1] pﬂ:!u:t I]'lcm fmm Im]]u: :nri nl]'ler IJ.:FEP
threatening blows. Another kind of protective clothing—a helmet—would also
E! }mrdmripl:im, however. You wn|.|.1ri nmri 1] .adr:l. inﬁ.l.nn:.t'um :l:uu't uﬁﬂr
on the body a bulletproof vest is worn.

3. Tosee if}'tm.r essay follows the organization you intend, draw a Eﬂpl:u': arganizer
or make an outline (or u.pd:.t! 'ﬂ'leurg;.ni:mru: outline you made earlier).

Fibe it s Dt e 5] o Use Figure 17.3 to guide your :.rl:]r:i:. You mix]'l! also ask a classmate to review

rinitw; sk Chaphir 5, gy 15885, your draft using the questions in the Howchare. For each “MNo™ answer, ask your re-
\'izmrtnnpl:.in]'li: or her answer. In :Mi!im,:.*’uumﬁmrmdncﬁbe his or
her impressions nd:'rnu.r main point :.rbd.d.i:tmgui.iung characteristics. Your reviewer’s
comments will help you identify the parts of your essay that need revision.

Ezssay in Progress 7
Revise your draft usng Fagure 17.3 and any comments you recened from peer
T
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A QUIDED WRITING ASEIANMENT 488

Flowchart for Revising an Extended Definition Essay

QUESTIONS REVISION STRATEGIES
1. Highlight vour thesis statement. Does ® Lse the guidelines on pages 446—49 o
itinclude a brief definition of the term? (WD) identify the class and distinguishing char-

Des it imdicate winy your extended defi- acterstics of your tesm, and incorparate a
nition is useful, interesting, or important? standard definition into youwr thesis.

= Ack yourself, Why s this definition worth

reading about? Add your answer bo your

thesks.
YES
2. Place checkmarks o beside the = Do additional reseanch or prewriting to
distinguishing characteristics of your discover more characteristics and details
definition. Do they make your term you can add to the definition.
distinet from similar terms? 1s each * Eliminate charactesistics and details that
characteristic true In all cases? limit the definition oo much.
YES
3. Wrire the name of the pattern(s) of = Review the list of patterns on pages
development you used in your essay. 4uB-49 and consider substituting or
Does each cleary connect your detalls adding one or more of them to enhance
and help explain the distinguishing your definition.
charactenstics of your tarm?
[YES |
&. Draw [brackets] around sections where * Revise your explanation of what your
Wil use negation or address miscon- termn is nat.
ceptions. Does each section eliminate » Add facts or expert opinian to cor-
possibie misunderstandings? Are there rect readers’ mistaken notions about
other places where you need to do 507 the termm.

(eentinued on next page)
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480 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

(Figure 17.3 continuad)

QUESTIONS REVISION STRATEGIES
5. Underfine the topic sentence of each = Consider combining paragraphs that
paragraph. Does each paragraph have cowver the same characteristic or splitting
& clear topic sentence and focus on a ﬁ@} paragraphs that cover more than one.
particular characteristic? ks each para- o » Add or revise tophc sentences amd sup-
graph well developed? porting details (see Chapter 7).
YES
6. Reread your introdiction and conclu- = Add background information that sets a
sion. Does the introduction provide context for the term you are defining.
necessary background information? * Revise your introduction and conclusion
Does your conclusion bring the essay 50 that they meet the guidelines pre-
1o a satisfying close? sented in Chapter 7 (pp. 154-56)

Editing and Proofreading
Fibe souaee e b e 4w b, The final STEp B to check your revised essay for ermrs in grammar, :pd]in.g. punciua-
i Chapl 10, o L= 22 fHon, and mechanies. Be sure to check your error Iug for the fypes al ermors you com-

monly make.

ing types of ermors commonly found in this type of writing:

L. Avoid the awkward expressions & wien or i nibere in defining your term.
Tritead, name the class to which the term I:el.m:g:.
T rlnl.n.l;\.ﬁp-ltrl§ inraert affenisd s

= Early bird 5 iz when restaurants offer reduced-price dinners late 1o the after-
mnnmdﬂ.ﬂyinﬁlh:mhg.

# [rivna T io mbit B

= A rollover is where.an employee transfers money from one retirement account o
another.

2. Make sure subjects and verbs agree in number. When two subjects are
joined by and, the verb should be plural.

# Taken together, the military amd M,ed:in.rzﬁ:I:u-U.S. LAXPAYErS AN ENGCMOus
amount of money.
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W‘mtﬂnnﬂumamjﬂhﬂdbyﬂIhrubﬂwﬂd;yuwirhlhmndﬂmmh.

H
= For most birds, the markings Wﬂhﬁw‘nﬂi&ﬂhﬂrﬁﬁﬂlipﬂir of goad
banoculars.

%:ﬂ the ml)jﬂ:! =.r|ri '\'EI.‘I) F1:3 :n]:u.l:l.lnd I'.l].' Fl pmpmi!iun:l p]'ln.ve.. tl:.: \'EI.‘I) sl:mrulri
agl!new.il]'l th:aﬂ:_'pm:l: of the sentence, not with the noun in I]'l:']:!l:.l:.ir_

= The features of a hot-air ballon is best learned by studying the astached diagram.

Essay in Progress B
Edit and procfresd your essay, paying partcular atlention bo avoiding /& when or s
wihere expressions and comecling ermons in subjest-verh agreement.

Students Write

Kate Atkinson wrote the :Ful]r.m'ing xRy for an miprruznl o wiite an extended defi-
nition of a specialized term related to one of her interests. Atkinson decided 1o vwrite
:I:t.u.l.t gu.:':ri.": street art. As you m:.d, note |.1uw Aikinson wses other Fﬂ.ttz:ns I'Jrl'ltr
velopment—such a8 deseription and illustration—to define guerrilla street art as a
pontraditional ar form gl\mmn,g in pu]:!ul:.rjl}'.

Guerrills Street Art: A New Lise of Public Space
Kate Atidnsan

Guerrilla street art is everywhere, if you look for it. There are countless examples in the small cal- 1
l=ge tomm where [ grew wp, where the derse population of college studerts and artists breeds crestie-
ity Just around the cormer fram my schoal, stickers lither sign pasts, colarful qraffiti is scrawled on
exposed brick walls, homemade posters advertise local bands at the bus stop, and a cheerful Dr. Sewss
character is stendiled on the sidewalk. These small works of art can easily go unnoticed, but they bring
an unexpected vibrancy to the dity ard raise the controversial guestion of what constitutes art.
By bakireg art out of #s traditional contesxt, guerlls street artists use public space to create
controversy and intrigue whille at the same time making art free and accessible to a broad
audience.

Cammon forms used by street artists today include graffiti, stenciling, poster art, sticker art, 2
and yarn bombing. Graffiti, the mast prevalent form of guerrlla street art, is unauthorized writing
ar drawing unlpubl."l:l.urfn Tt dates back centuries, and artists have been known to use chalk,
markers, paint, and even carving toals to inscribe their messages an public property. Graffiti is so

Tithe: Atiinson identifes
Per subject and creates
intepest.

Btroadiaction: Atkinson
provides background
information on guerrilla
street art and explains by
examphe what it Is.

I her thesks statement,
Athinson offers 2 brief
definition and ssggests the
walue and importasce of
guesilla street art.
Atkinson presents the
first distingishing.
dharactenstic —use of
COMmn beChrigu s =
and describes five. Motice
that the first senbence in
this paragraph is the topic
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sentence that is supparted by
the rest of the paragraph =—a
pattemn followed in each of tee

neat thres paragraphs.

Thee secoed distinguishing
characterstic Atkinson
discusses the motiees of the
antists and offers examples of
the variow motives.

AiRinGOn wes SouNces bo
doosment an example of
political activiom, ane of the
mothes.

The third distisguishing
characteristic: Atkinson
disoummes the appeal of street
arn and ghes samples.

The fnwrth distinguisching
characterisiic Atkiraon

disoummes the secrecy of the
anists and wses Banksy as an
enample.

DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

common that it i difficutt to travel far in mast urban settings without coming acrass a ward ar
image serawlded in spray paint on & public surface. Stenciling is simply a farm of graffiti in which
antists use precut stendl to quide their work. Posters and stickers are popular becawse they can
be easily mass-produced and guickly applied. Posters are usisslly spplied with a technigue callsd
“wheat pasting” --using a vegetable-based adhesive to attach posters to walls. Artists apply the
clear paste with a roller in a thin layer to both sides of the paster, making it weather-proaf and
durable. A less comman street-art techmique & “yarn bombing, ™ in whvich craft artists knit
eolarful sheathe of wool and acrylic and wrap them around telephbane poles and park benches.
The firmished pieces are eye-catching and L but ok p t or damaging to public
praperty.

The various mobives behind guerrills street art are s diverse as the artwork itgelf and 3
range from sodial and political activism ta w=if-promotion of the artist. Adists embellish tele—
phone pales with colarful yarn and train carriages with ormate murals 25 a way to reclaim and
beautify public space. Others use public space as a billbaard o advocate for a case. An exam-
ple of street art a3 political activism is artist Shepard Fairey's icomic image of Barack Obama
(Wortham). The simple design combines & striking red, white, and blue portrait of Obamas with
the word “Hope.™ With the approval of Dbama’s 2008 campaign team, Fairey arnd his beam dis-
persed and pasted, stencled, or tacked the image onto countless public surfaces scross the
United States unkil it became an important facet of the campaign. The picture itself i powerful,
but what made it even more effective 25 2 campaign tool was the distribution of the image by
supporters and the youth appeal that it garnensd a< 2 result.

Street art has many appeals. It is an easy way fior new artists to gain notoriety, and amy- &
one with a spray can and a flair for creativity can partake. A tag, which is an artist's signature or

l, is the most ¢ type of graffiti. Before the Dbama campaign, Shepard Fairey gained
imternational scelaim for a sticker depicting wrestler Andre the Giant and the word “Obey.” The
image soon became his tag and can be found in almast sll of his work, making it instantly rec-
ogrizahle. The ananymity of street art alsa gives artists the freedom to express th fves with-
out fearing the judgment af their peers. At worst, this freedam can result in erude or affensive
inscriptions on public property; but at best, it can produce baold, striking statements. Guerrilla
street art is contemporary and can be enjoyed without a wisit to a musewsm. It is free and en-

cowrages the belief that art should be sccessible and available to everyone. It is sko a move-
ment that anyone can take part in and that challenges traditional standarnds of art.

Duse to the illicit nature of their art, the street artivt community i@ sheouded in secrecy. 5
In the film Exif through the Gift Shop, a documentary by notorious Britizh street artist Banksy,
hooded figures in 6 maiks are shown scaling buildings and perched precariously an ledges,
armed with spray cans and buckets of industrial paste and sbways an the lookout far the police.
Despite hiz celebrity, Banksy hat managed to keep hiz identity anonymous, and his face is never
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shown in the flm. It i+ comman for street artists to be arrested for trespassing and vandalzm, and
the risk and intentionsl diobedience involved in ctreet art adds to its appeal, especially among

young people.
Guerrilla street art has blossomed from an underground movement to & cultural phenomenon. & Concluskon: Atkingon

T . : " N Comments o the street
At the werny Least, it brings wp the question of what corstitutes art and whether public space is an j—— -
appropriste place for it. Althowgh it does not adhere to all traditional standards of art, guerrilla experience, motes that i
. . . raises the question of what
street art provokes thought, brings beauty and intrigue to urhan spaces that would atherwise go coritaes art, clams it
unnaticsd, and i & tool far artists to ecercive freedam of spesch and sxpression. Eagpropriate in public
places, amd confiems its
alues.
Works Cited
Exit through the Gift Shop. Dir. Banksy. Perf. Banksy and Thiery Guetta_ Faranoid Fictures, 2010.
Film.

Wortham, Jenna, “"Obey™ Street Artist Churmes Dut “Hope' for Dbama.” Wired. cam. Condé Mast Digi-
tal, 21 Sept. 2010. Web. 15 Nov. 2010,

Analyzing the Writer's Technigque

1. How does Atkinson define guerrilla are?
2. Fvaluate the effectiveness of the ttle, introduction, and condusaon.
3. Locate one of each of these in the esay—a j'udgmml! term, a technical term, an

ahstract term, and a controversal term.

Thinking Critically about Definition

1. Askinson is not newtral on the subsject of this ey Etp]:.in her bias. How does
this affect thie esay?

2. What other types of sousces eould Arkinson have induded to make her ey
more comprehensive? What do her two sources reveal about her attitude about the
topic?

3. Arkinson uses words such 2 “vibraney” (para. 1) and “blosomed” (G) to describe
gu.crr.ill: street art. What kind of connotation do these words have, and how do
the connotations play into the overall tone of the esay?

4, Is “Eu:n:iu:. street art a eu.lﬂ'lem.ism? W}I}' or w]'lr not? IF s, how would the same
iddea be expressed in more direct language?

5. Arkinson limits her definition uf!;uerrijla street art to items that have no com-
mercial or financial purpose. She does not mention posters promoting businesses
aor ]:u.id entertainment, signs and banners used for EI.LI'HJFJIi.IiI.‘LE |:|:|.' OrgRAnNIzations,
and advertuang ﬂ.}m, en El'un.lgh these items also are often rJ.u.]:!l:yﬂ] in the same
Pd:mnﬂmﬂw&:ud.mm:ndﬁdlﬂwmhﬂtnfleg] permission. How
are these items similar o and different from the kinds of items she includes in her
definition?
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464 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

Culture

Bath *Freegans: They Live O What We Throw Away® (pp. 443—46] and *Guerrilla
Sireet A" (pp. 461-63) discuss the activities of a subculture — dumpster divers and
artishs who create sireet arl.

Analyzing the Readings

1. In what way does sach essay demonsirate how the acivibes of each subgroup
sel it apar from the larger socsety?

2. Write a pournal eniry explonng this queston: Whal motivaies vanous subgroups
1o st themselees apart from the society as a whole, lor example, through use of a
specific word or phrase or through an actwity?

Essay ldea

Wirite an essay in which you explore a subgroup of college students, swuch as iraber-

ity brothers or vegans. Grve examples of ways in whach certain groups on campus

el themsebes apart throwgh ther language, their activibes, or some ather way.

Reacting to the Reading

1. Have you ever created any E,n.'mti? Discuss how dodng it made you feel. [r:ﬂ:m
have not ever crexted any, diseuss how doing so might make you feel.

2. Discuss the value of work like Shepard Fairey's, which takes political messages
and conveys them in street art. Why is this strategy effective? How does it reach a
beoader audience than other methods of communication?

3. Write a pournal entry discussing whether guersilla art adds value to public space or
devalues the space. How should the anvwer to this question be determined?

READING DEFINITIONS

The following section provides advice for reading definitions as well ax 2 model essay.
Thzm}'l.mdrﬁni.lhnn along with other mﬂﬂﬂ:ufdﬂdﬂpﬂmﬂl and provides oppor-
tunities to examine, analvze, and resct to the water's ides.
Working with Text: Reading Definitions

Fie vt e i SIraligues, As you encounter new fields of study throughout college, you will be asked to learn

s Chaplir 3. sets o terms that are Jpﬁ.lﬁi. tor academic diseplines. Articles in academie journals, as
well as maost textbooks, contain MY new bErms.
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THINKING CRITICALLY ABOUT DEFINITION 4685

Ir}uunu:d.lnlnﬁ.ma.l:rp n.l.l.ml:ﬂ'ufspu:ulmnd tmru.tr_yth:iru.ler-c:.rds}m.
U.!.ing_tl:l.lu- I:rf frve-inch cards, write 2 word on the front of each card, and on it back
write the word’s m.g:.ni.ng, ]:!mnunl:i:tiun.. aned any details or Eli.l'l'l.]:!lﬂ. that will I:c1|1
you remembser it. Be sure to write the definition in your own words: dont copy the
author's definition. To study, test yourself by reading the front of the cards and trying
to recall the definition on the back of the cands. Then reverse the process. Shuffle the

What to Look For, Highlight, and Annotate

L. As you read a definition, identify the dass and highlight or underline the dis-
tinguishing characteristics. Mark any that are unclear or for which you need further
information.

2, Make sure you understand how the term differs from similar terms, upu.'i.:].lr
ﬁci.:nt]}' explain herwe bwo or more terms differ, check a standard dictinary. Each
academic feld of study also has its own dictionaries thar list terms specific to the
discipline. Examples include Mrete frde, Tabers Cyolapedic Medteal Dictionary, and
A Dictionary of Ecomamics.

3. Hi.gh]ig}lt definitions 'I.l.lirLE.i.!Pﬂ:i.i] oobor ufpen or hi.gh]ig}lt:r, or designate
them I.Lil.l'ls annevziions. You rnis}lt use 1 for 'U'Dﬂhi.l.l.ll'r. D.zf for definition, or some
other annotation.

How to Find ldeas to Write About

A you reard an extended definition or an article containing brief definitions, jot down  fer mere an disesing et fiv o
any additional characteristics or :r.:.ln]:!lu. that come to mind. When you rupnnd by el g G Chagtin 4.
the article, you might write about how the definition could be r.l:pﬂ.nr.l.ud to include

these. You might also try the following strategies:

* Think of other terms in the same dass thar you might write about.

* Try to relate the definitions to your own experience. Where or when have you
observed the characteristics described? Your personal experiences might be wied in
an esay in which you agree with or challenge the writer’s definitions.

= If the writer has not :]ltad:. done 5o, you rni.'g}lt use I.'I.?.I‘.IDI'I t-l.le:l:_P.:.m] t]'lzrnﬁni.ng
of the term, or you might explore the 1|'u.rd'.'|.ct:|.'mu|-|.|mr.

Thinking Critically about Definition

Soime definitions are more :tr.:.isj:tﬁurw.:.rd and faetual than athers. Standard defini-
tions of terms such as calendar, auremobile, or taxer are not |i.ln:|r o be -d.i.:putn'l |:|:|.'
maosk readers. A nﬂ:cr tiI'I1.Ll. hnm!r.. d.:l';n.ilinm nnmﬂm:t I:!i.l.l. hicle melﬂ.nntnm,
or fzil to indude important elements of what is being defined. Use the following ques-
tioas to think :ri.ti.-l.:lu:.' about the definitions yo read.
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466 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAMN

1. Are the Writer's Definitions Objective?

Ei]:!er.i:ll.}' in persuasive essays, definitions are sometimes expressed in subjective, emo-
tional language that is intended to influence the reader. For example, a writer who
defines a fberal as “someone who wants w allow eriminals o run free on the streets
while sacrificing the rights of innocent victims™ reveals a negative bias toward liherals
and intends to make the reader dislike them. When reading definitions of a term that
s controversial for any reason, agk :puundf the Euﬂm'ing_ questiong:

* Dio [ agree with the writers definition of this term?
* Do | think these charactensscs apply to all members of this growp?
* s the writer’s language meant to inflame my emations?

2. Are the Writer's Definitions Evasive?

A enphemism is 2 word or phrase that is wed in place of an unpleasant or objection-
HHE I"D\.I'd. FDI' th., J.W&rf..l:r J..‘ rl.*ben md i.ﬂ Cm“iﬂl‘ s a E“P]“l'l'l.i.‘.ﬂ'l Fﬂr
aomstpatTon, .:.rul_pa.l.u'd'nmu}'js often used instead of died At times, 2 writer ma}rufﬁer
nocent caivilians were killed, a writer may charsctenze the I:iIJing i “collateral dam-
:.Bg." Be alert to the use of r!lr" mms. Like pet ive definitions, tlwr' are intended
o shape your thinking.

3. Is the Term Defined Completely?

As you evaluate extended definitions, determine whether the author has defined the
tErm cn|11.]:||.ebe|r. cl:m:rin.s all aspects or fypes Far :r.:.n'l.]:!l.e. can you think ncF:.nr e
of “dude” or any aspects of its use that Crissey has not included in “Dude, Do You
Know What You Just Said?”

DEFINITION COMBINED WITH OTHER PATTERNS

In the fu']mrins selection, Jessica Ramirer uses definition = well as other patterns to
discuss combat footage from Irag and Afghanistan that is distributed on the Intemet.

The Appeal—and Danger—of War Porn

Jessica Ramirez

Jessica Ramirez i a senior reporter for Newsweek magazine, where this essay appeared in
2010, As you read, notice how Raminez uses examples to make her extended definition vivid
and real.

The wideo isn't quite clear. Three Iragis stand in a field, unaware that a U5, Apache 1
helicopter is eyeing them from afar. Two of the men are handling what looks like a
weapon, but there’s no time to check. The Apache pilot gets an order: hit them. The
30mm bullets go clack-clack-clack. “Got [one],” says the pilot. “Good, hit the ather
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JESBICA RAMIREEZ THE APPEAL —AND DANGER — OF WAR PORMN 487

one,” says avaloe on the radio. Clack-clack-clack. No. 2 goes down. The third man tries
to hide behind a truck as bullets slam into the vehicle. After a few seconds a figure
crawls into the apen. “He"s wounded,” says the pilot. “Hit him [again],” says the voice.
Cack-clack-clack. When the dust settles, the third man is dead.

Some 7,000 miles away, Nate . sat in front of his computer, mesmerized by F]
these images. It was 2006, and Nate, who owns a decal company, got his first taste
of what soldiers and scholars call war porn. Although he’s never been a soldier,

Mate loves all things military. But this was better than anything he'd seen on the
Military Channel. “I was just like “Wow,™ he recalls. **| have to find more.™

That was easy enough. Although the recently released footage of LLS. Apache 3
helicopters gunning down bwo Reuters journalists appalled many, similar war vid-
eas are plentiful on Web sites like GotWarPorn.com and YouTube. Nate, who asked
Newsweek not to use his last name because he's received death threats, has up-
lnaded more than 800 to his own channel on LiveLeak_com and other sites.

When the Afghanistan and Irag conflicts broke out, the military officially released &
some of the raw combat footage now on the Internet to build a stronger bond be-
tween the home front and the battlefield. Soldiers also took their own videos or
pulled them from cameras on military systems like Predator drones. But almast as
soom as these images became available, civilians and soldiers alike started splicing
the clips together, often adding soundiracks and spreading them across the Web.
Taday there are thousands of war-porn videos, and they've been viewed millions of
times. Like sexual porn, they come in degrees of vielence, ranging from soft-core
montages of rocket-propelled grenades blowing up bulldings to snuff-film-like shots
of an insurgent taking a bullet to the head. And even as the U.5. begins its march
toward the end of two long conflicts, these compilations continue to attract viewers.
With a videogame sensibility, they fetishize — and warp — the most brutal parts of
these high-tech wars.

Historically, combat images have been captured and disseminated by a handful
of professionals, such as the photographers Mathew Brady during the Civil War and
Robert Capa during World War 1. Now the immediacy of the Internet, coupled with
the spread of cheap video technology, allows anyone to document war as they see
it. “There's a new order,™ says James Der Derian, a professor at Brown University’s
‘watson Institute for International Studies. “Unlike the photograph, the moving im-
age creates a feeling that it more accurately deplcts what it is representing, whether
it does or noL.”

Academics date the origins of war porn to the scandalous images from Abu &
Ghraib Prison, in which Iragl prisoners were stacked on top of each other to form
naked pyramids, forced to simulate sexual acts, or otherwise abused. The snapshot
of Pvt. Lynndie England holding a naked prisomer by a leash became an iconic rep-
resentation of the war. The acts were born of an aimbess power and a pornographic
sensibility, argued the French social theorist Jean Baudrillard, who defined this form
of “war porn”™ in a 2004 essay in the French newspaper Libdration.

After Abu Ghraib the floodgates burst, with U.5. soldiers even trading war pormn 7
far real parm. Chris Wilson was running a user-generated porm site when he started
getting requests for sexual material from soldiers in both war zones. But when pay-
img via credit card proved problematic, Wilsan let them swap war footage for access
to the site’s sexual content. The first images he received were fairly tame. But as the
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468 CHAPTER 17 DEFINITION: EXPLAINING WHAT YOU MEAN

Iraqg War took a tum for the waorse in late 2004, the photos and footage got bloodier
and included shots of headless corpses and body parts like intestines, brains, and
what appeared to be limbs. By 2005, Wilsan had an estimated 30,000 LU.5. military
personnel a5 members. “It was a view of war that had never been seen,” he says.

Eventually the Office of the State Attarney in Polk County, Fla., charged Wilson @
with 300 obscenity-related misdemeanor counts and one felony count. A Penta-
gon investigation into the war footage on his site led to no charges against him or
military members. (The Department of Defense says it is against its policy to show
“recognizable photos of wounded or captured enemy.” The Marines, Air Force, and
Mavy haven't prosecuted anyone for such posts; the Army says it has no way to track
this.} Witson did plead no contest to five of the misdemeanor charges; he served no
time, but his site was shut down. He believes that decision had more to do with the
war porn than the sexual content. “If youre curious, and you're an adult, and you
five in a free country, there should be no reason why you can’t look at this stuff,” he
says. “I don't think there®s any harm in it."

Critics disagree. The videos, after all, depict attacks only on enemy combatants
and civilians — never American troops. (In many ways they're strikingly similar to
jihadist propaganda.) Aside from providing a one-sided perspective of conflict,
war porn soft-pedals the horrors of battle. “People watching it on their IPhone or
on their home computer don't generally do it for the information; they do it be-
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cause it’s entertainment,” says P.W. Simger, author of Wired for War. =That's the
porn part of it. The soldiers use the word because they know there's something
wrong with it_”

What gets lost in the highlight reels of explosions and bodies is the moral com- w0
plexity of war, says Bryant Paul, an expert on the psychological and sexual effects
of media. He points to a video of American soldiers making fun of a dog eating a
dead Iragi. “The behavior may be a coping mechanism forwar, because they might
have to normalize what is not normal in order to survive,™ he says. “But the people
who watch this stuff can’t know that, so they can't understand the entirety of what
they're seeing.”

Yot these images will perpetuate a particular version of these wars, says Paul. it #
is a version that does mot treat the enemy as human, or life as valuable. It is a ver-
sion that does not recognize the pain of some of the U_S. soldiers who pull the trig-
ger. And as realistic as these videos might seem, they do not shaw war for what it
actually is: terrifyingly real.

Examining the Reading

L. Why does Wilson believe he was prosecuted?

2 '“'1:].' does the ml]il‘.:.rr release combat videos?

3. What damage can these videos do, :r.ulrr].ing to Ramirer?

4. F_';]:!lain the mﬂ.ni.ng_u&- each af the fnll.qmring words as it is used in che r::.rllns:
mesmerized (para. 1), mantages {-'i],ﬁﬂ:l.ﬁ.izz {4), and disveminsred (3).

Analyzing the Writer's Technigue
L Is it helpful or unnecesary for Ramire: to incude the deseription of what happens

in a war video?
2. Identify and evaluate Ramiress thesis statement. How clear and specific is it?
3. Who is Ramirer’s imended audience? How can yess el

Visualizing the Reading

VWhat other patterns of I'J.E"Ell.‘lP’l'l'LlEl‘ll. dies Ramirer use in the exsay? Cnm]:!l.ebe the fol-
lowing chart by listing the pattern and providing an example of how each pattern is
Luuj_mﬁn!un:habmn&:mrm}m_

Pattern of Development Example

Harratian Para 1Thres Iragis baing shat
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Thinking Critically about Text and Images

1. What connotation does the phrase “war porn” have?

2. Describe the tone of the esay. What does it reveal abour Ramirer's attitude roward

the videos?

Whar is “taking a bullet in the head” (para. 4) 2 euphemizm for?

What types of sources and information help to support Ramirers thesis?

p'ul:l.i:]'ln'l around the world, both in print and online. What mesage did it and

similar images from Abu Ghraib send about the U5, imprisonment system in lrag

and the behavior of the guards there? Given that it was taken by one of Lynndie

Engl:.rul': fellow BJ.I.I.I'!JS. what would you say it purpose was?

6. What is the emotional effect of the photograph? How might its effect be different
for Americans, for Iragis, and for people in other countries?

W

Reacting to the Reading

1. Discuss any war footage that you have seen in the media. How did it make you
feeel? What type of footge was it?

2. Write a journal entry exploring how war images affect the people who view them.
differences? What similarities are there? Does one affect the other? How do they

Iﬂ‘ﬂ.’t \';ewers:'

Peppp—— Applying Your Skills: Additional Essay
e ™ Assignments

Write an extended definition Es5ay O o of the ﬁl[lmrjng topics, using what youw
learned about definition in this r.']'l:.Fh:r_ Depcnr].ing on the t-ul:;c you choose, you may
need to conduct library or Internet research.

To Express Your ldeas

Choose a :.Per_'iﬁt audience and write an escay d:ﬁn.ins and expressing your views on
one of the following terms:

L. Parenting
2. Assertiveness
3. Sexual harasment

Highlight ( ) - 17 Definition: Explaining What You Mean > Page 471
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APPLYING YOUR BHILLE: ADDITIONAL ESEAY ASEIGNMENTS 4T1

To Inform Your Reader

4. Write an essay d.:ﬁn.in.satenn from a sport, ]'IIIJI)IJ:_I’., or form of entertainment.
Your audience is a daamate who is unfamiliar with the spot, h‘:!l:ry or
Pi.i'tl.l'l'le.

5. Write an esay d.:ﬁnin.g the charactenstics of the “p:rﬁer.‘l. job” you hope to held
=&E gr.ld.l.l.:l'.l.un_ \r“'l.lr .ll.l.lll.!nu i.‘ :.'!.n.lr im!nm.r.

6. Write an esay d.:ﬁnin.g.an IpRNrAn CONCEpt in 2 feld nl‘:.tudy, perhaps from

Course.

To Persuade Your Reader

“Freegans: They Live O What We Throw Away”™ (pp. 443—46) addresses the isue of
consumer waste and excess. Write an essay defining a term and demonssrating that the
le)]:rn is either increasing or decreasing in your community. Your audience consists

of readers of your local newspaper. Choose a term from the following st

7. Bacism or ethnic stereotyping
8. Sexual discrimination
9. Age dscrimination

Cases Using Definition

10. You are a fifth-grade teacher working on a lesson plan entitled “What Is
define it for your audience? What characteristics and details will you include?
m.ana.gzrfu.r a restaurant chain. First choose the new menu item, and then define
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